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July 1: In Mexico City, US and Mexican authorities said they had reached agreement on procedures
for review of the existing bilateral extradition treaty. The agreement ended discussions which
commenced June 22 after the US Supreme Court ruling on the abduction of Mexican national
Humberto Alvarez Machain. (See SourceMex 07/01/92 for coverage of ruling and the Mexican
government's response.) Foreign Minister Fernando Solana told reporters that the US accepted
a Mexican request to include revision of the extradition treaty in the agenda at the next summit
meeting, scheduled for September or October in Washington. July 2: At a Mexico City press
conference, US Ambassador John Negroponte told reporters that President George Bush had
promised President Carlos Salinas de Gortari that abductions of Mexican nationals for prosecution
in the US would not be tolerated. However, Negroponte added that the US had decided to turn
down Mexico's request to return Alvarez Machain to Mexico. In a statement released to the
press, the opposition National Action Party (PAN) recommended that President Salinas cancel
his meeting with President Bush, scheduled for July 14 in San Diego, California, in protest over
the Supreme Court ruling. According to the PAN, "Such a visit would represent a slap in the
face to all those nations which have expressed solidarity with [Mexico]" following the ruling. The
statement also indicated that promises made by Bush to avoid similar kidnappings in the future
are only temporary, whereas the Supreme Court ruling is permanent. In a penal code reform bill
submitted to the Chamber of Deputies by President Salinas, Mexicans implicated in the abduction
of citizens for prosecution in a foreign country would be prosecuted as traitors. Navy commander
Adm. Luis Carlos Ruano and Defense Minister Gen. Antonio Riviello said that neither the navy
nor the army requires foreign assistance in anti-drug trafficking activities. According to Riviello,
the army receives no aid for anti-narcotics efforts from the US Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) or any other foreign agency. July 3: Mexico's federal register (Diario Oficial de la Federacion)
carried the text a decree containing new regulations governing DEA and other foreign agents
operating in Mexico. Prior to the decree, DEA personnel in Mexico had operated under informal
guidelines. Under terms of the decree, foreign agents will not enjoy immunity from prosecution
for violating Mexican law. The kidnapping of Mexican nationals to stand trial in another country
will be considered an especially serious offense. Highlights of the decree are summarized below.
"Agents will be expressly prohibited from inducing third parties, whether nationals or foreigners,
or to realize themselves, activities related to detentions, kidnappings, searches, illegal privation
of freedom, invasion of private property or whatever act...that violates Mexican law...To incite or
promote bribery of government officials or private citizens, especially [actions] which result in
the kidnapping of persons, or the participation of any kind in the kidnappings of persons, to be
brought to trial in another country, will have as a consequence the automatic suspension of bilateral
cooperation of the project and the prohibition of the foreign entity responsible from carrying out
any activity in national territory." Spokespersons for the federal prosecutor's office said three of the
six former Mexican police officers who participated in the 1990 kidnapping of Humberto Alvarez
Machain had been sentenced to 18 years and nine months in prison. The other three individuals are
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fugitives. In connection with the same case, Mexico has petitioned the US for extradition of two DEA
agents. (Sources: Notimex, 07/01/92; Spanish news service EFE, Associated Press, 07/02/92; Agence
France-Presse, 07/02/92, 07/03/92; United Press International, 07/04/92)
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